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For MONDAY, April 6, 1795. 





Obfervations on the Ufes and Advantages of the Cheftnut 
Tree. 


HE following judicious obfervations on the ufes and ad- 
vantages of the Cheftnuttree, may tend, we hope, to 
reftore the culture, in this kingdom, of that excellent and ufe- 
ful tree ; the wood of which, it is well known, was in high 
eftimation among our forefathers, as is evident from many of 
the buildings of great magnitude being conftructed of it, and 
which, in many of its valuable properties, gives place to the 
oak only,—They were communicated to the Secretary of the 
Society for the Encouragement of Arts, &c. by Lewis Majen- 
die, Eig. of Hedingham Caftle, in the county of Eflex: To 
whom the Society adjudged the gold medal offered for the 
culture of the chettnurt. 

“ It is commonly fuppofed,” fays Mr. Majendie, “ that 
the cheftnut-tree is indigenous, and that formerly large tracts 
of ground were to be feen covered with this tree. It muft not 
be expected from me to enter at large upon the difcuffion of a 
queition, which, b. fide having been the fubject of abler pens, 
would exceed the limits of a paper intended to be for the moft 
part practical. Thofe who wifh for information on this head, 
will meet with it in feveral ingenious papers in the 59th and 
61ft volumes of the Philofophical Tranfactions, in which 
much ingenuity is difplayed on both fides the queflion ; though, 
on the whoie, the matter remains undecided, and open to future 
difcuffion. 
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“ ‘The ufes of this excellent tree were certainly weil known 
to our anceftors; this appears from the great quantities of 
cheftnut timber, fo often found in many ancient buildings in 
various parts of England: Yet this circumftance, however 
clearly it may fhew the eftimation in which this wood was 
formerly held, will not amourt to a proof of its being indi- 
genous, Evely n fays (Silva vol. i, page 161, edit. York, 
1786) * Some will not allow the cheftnut to be a free-born 
of this ifland; but of that I have little doubt :* Yet his 
Jearned and ingenious commentator, Dr. A Hunter, ina note 
on this paflage, judicioufly obferves, * I do not take upon me 
to fay, whether the cheftaut be a native of the fouthern parts 
of this ifland, or not; but, I am weil informed no fuch tree 
has ever been difcovered in any of the natural woods north of 
Trent.’ But, admitting for a moment, from the great ufe 
formerly made in England of the cheftnut, that it really is 
incigenass 5 ie will ftill be molt difficult to give any fatistac- 
tory reafon for the prefent general {carcity (I had almoft faid 
total failure) of this ufeful tree; unlefs we allow a caufe af- 
figned by an author of repute for a fimilar {carcity of this tree 
in France to have thefame weight with us. 

“ As the words of this author are very remarkable, I vene 
ture to trouble the fociety with a tranflation of them, without 
any comment whatever on my part.” 

‘ The cheftnut is a great and lofty tree, growing naturally 
in the temperate latitudes of weftern Europe; whatever may 
be the caufe, it is le{s common now than formerly; and itis to 
be Jamented that no che ‘ftnut-trees are now to be found in the 
forefts of many prov inces, the old build lings of which abound 
with thistimber. This tree, from its fize and utility, has de- 
fervedly been ranked in the firft order of foreft-trees 5 and it 
is gencrally allawed to give place to the oak alone. It mani 
feftiy appears from the records of the city of Orleans, that the 
foreft of Orleans has been obferved to change alternately the 
{pecies of its tim er to have been for afpace of time in oak, 
thenin org Wii and afterward in oak again: In the woods of 
oak many young cheftnut trees are found intermixed, which, 
being que) vowered, make but flow progrels 5 wien the fore 
met are felled, the latter enjoying a freer “current of air » grow 
roroufly, choak the young “thoots of the oak, and aflame their 
ns: The fame has been remarked in other forefts.”— 
ictionnaire Univerfal, par M. Valmont Bornafe, Art. 
Chatai gner, 8vo, edit Lyons, 1791.) 






As 



















































known 
ities of 
ings in 
wever 
d was 
r indi« 
York, 
*-born 
et his 
a note 
on me 
| parts 
h tree 
rth of 
it ufe 
lly is 
istace 
t faid 
e af- 
; tree 






vene 
hout 


rally 
may 
is to 
the 
und 
de- 
dit 
Nie 
the 
the 
ak, 
, of 
ch, 

ore 

ow 

eir 


rt. 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 263 


« As the {carcity in England of this valuable tree cannot 
be denied, it feems incumbent on the prefent and fucceeding 
generations (leaving all controverfy about the fituations of its 
natural growth out of the queftion) to endeavour, by liberal and 
extenfive culture, fully to poflefs a plant of fuch general ule; 
and which is known to flourifh fo well in this country. 

“ In the 61f volume of the Philofophical TranfaCtions, it 
is obferved, that Mr. Dale, in his Hiftory of Harwich, men- 
tions various cheftnut-trees to be growing in Stour Wood, 
withis the parifh immediately adjoining to Harwich. As my 
refidence in the courity of Effex has afforded me frequent op- 
portunities of infpe&ting this wood, I thall communicate to 
the fociety my ob{ervations thereon, as well as the information 
relating to the cheitnut, which I was at feveral times able to 
colleét on the fpot. 

‘ The Stour Wood, near Harwich, part of the eftate of 
Nathaniel Garland, Efg. is of confiderable magnitude, abound- 
ing with cheftnut ; and I obferved with great fatisfaction, that 
its ; valuable ufes are well known, and held in due eftimation. 
It is almoft entirely treated as underwood; for I remarked few, 
if any, timber-trees of the cheftnut, though there are many 
oaks of large and beautiful growth. The cheftnut {tools feem 
of great age, and the poles are ufually felled at eighteen years 
growth ; at which age they are deemed of fufficient fize for 
wr wad to which they are applied. 

Thefe are, the following—gates, ftiles, and hurdles, which 
from their lightnefs and durability are preferred to thofe of oak: 
Some of the gates are known to have ftood 15, 20, and with 
repairs more than 25 years, on the farms of the cftates For 
joifts in {mall buildings it is alfo found very durable ; but one 
of the chief ufes to which the cheftnut is applicd in theie 
parts, is fea-walling, or embankments againit the fea, for 
whieh purpofe it is cut into piles about five feet long and ten 
inches thick, which are driven above three feet into toe earth. 
If the foil be a cohefive coze, their duration is fuch, that it is 
difficult to fay how many years they will laft. The effects of 
time upon them is a gradual wearing, or dimunition of the fub- 
ftance, without rotting the remaining part; which, when re- 
moved, however diminifhed from its original fize, is found of 

the oreateft hardnefs to the laft: The fame obfervation has 
alfe been made concerning the duration of hop-poles of this 
wood. If the foil is fandy, the piles will not latt fo long ; for 
this ufe, however, the cheftnut is greatly preferred to every 


other wood. 
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“© Befide the above effential ufes, it is employed in a more 
fubordinate line, for ladder fteps, pins for barn floors, and laths, 
efpecially thofe ufed in thatching, in all which it is found equally 
durable to the hardeft oak. I am indebted to Mr. Thomas 
Woodruffe, a perfon of intelligence and candour, a principal 
tenant upon the eftate, for the above information. 

“ Amid the numerous advantages attending this tree, none 
is of greater import, than the early ftate in which it is conver- 
tible to general ufe; for, unlike the oak, which requires a 
great length of time before it can be felled with advantage, the 
cheftnut, from its rapid growth and fmall portion of fap, may 
be applied to any purpofe for which it poflefles fufficient fize 
and proportion; and this happy quality leads me to obferve 
that, except where this tree is wanted for large {cantlings in the 
great fcale of building, it will anfwer beft as underwood, by 
furnifhing a periodical return of frelh wood, fuperior (in re- 
{pect of this fpecies) to its timber, as this underwood will ge- 
nefally prove founder and leis fhaken than that of timber 
growth ; for, with all the merits belonging to this tree, we 
mutt confets that thofe of large fizc, or great age, are generally 
obferved to be greatly fhaken. 

« Tt may allio be obferved that, treated as underwood, it is 
reducible to ufe for out-door work with the leaft poffible work- 
manfbip ; for, if it be only large enough for the purpofe in- 
tended, the axe and plane are generally fufficient to fhape it; 
whereas the oak mult be fawed, the fap (fo inconfiderable in 
the cheftnut) muft be rejected, and the inward part, or heart, 
alfo fawed, before it canbe trulted to the effets of the weather. 

“* | now proceed to lay before the fociety the particulars of 
a plantation of this tree, formed by me in the courfe of laft 
winter.—A field, containing by admeafurement ten acres three 
roods and five poles, the foil a loam upona clay, except in fome 
tew fpots where the fub{tratum is a gravel, was fixed on for this 
purpofe; the whole was trenched to a depth from fifteen to 
cighteen inches, 

6 [ have fo often experienced the great fupericrity attending 
this operation, previous to all kinds of planting; as well as the 
ill effeéts from its omiffion, that I have long deemed it indif- 
penfible to the future welfare of my plantations. By this pro- 
cefs the upper, which is ufually the beft foil, is fubverted, to 
the great advantage of the roots; and the under foil brought 
up to the beneficial influence of the atmofphere; fe that the 
plants, having ample room, vegetate without reftraint ; the 
young and tender roots eftablilh themflves without difficulty 
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in the loofened earth, and generally acquire, in the very firft 
ftage of their growth, a certain air of general health and vigour 
very different from thofe where this ufeful precaution hath been 
omitted. Upon the land thus prepared, the young cheftnut 
trees were planted, at an interval of about four fect, and in the 
quincunx order: Moft of thefe trees were feedlings, and the 
number planted exceeds 29,000: OF thefe, all, except about 
4000, were raifed by myfelt from nuts fown in beds, and the 
young trees tranfplanted as above defcribed. The cheftnut 
having generally atap-root, [ ufed the fame caution in planting 
thofe as with the oaks, concerning which 1 communicated an 
account to the fociety upon a former occafion (fee volume x, 
page 3. of thefe Tranfactions) ; they were bourght up entire 
from the feed bed, aad let into the earth without fhortening 
their roots. , 

“ Thefummer of 1793 proved, as is.well known, unufually 
dry and fultry; the trees have however fuffered hardly at all, 
and are at prefent in a mott thriving ftate. This | attribute.in 
a great mealure to the due preparation of the foil by trenching, 
together with the great care ufed in planting the trees, in which, 
befide the precautions ufual in fuch cafes, we were careful to 
remove no more from the ferninary, than we could eafily plant 
in the courfe of the fame day. 

“ Tam not without ftrong and well-founded hopes that 
this plantation will fully anfwer the ends propofed in forming 
it; one of the chief of which is the inducing a general good 
opinion of this neglected tree to the neighbourhoud, founded 
upon the beft grounds, a pra‘tical knowledge of its exceilent 
qualities: This wiil, I teult, be followed by its extenfive cul- 
ture. 

“ The advantages to be derived from culture, are, by the 
foftering care of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures and Commerce, now fairly before the public. (fee 
Tranfactions, vol, ii, page 13. vol. viiy page 10. vol, vill,.page 
6. vol. ix, page 17. vol. x, page 27+ 

“ The aflertions concerning this tree are not vifionary and 
{peculative, but fuch as, from confirmed experience, will bear 
the telt of the ftricteit enquiry. 

“ [ fhould have obferved before this, that the cheftnut de- 
lights ii: loamy fandy fuils, and will fucceed well iu Jight clay or 
gravel; I have feen it alfo grow vigoroully in mere jands ; and 
in general ic prefers foils of loofe t.xturc. In (iff clays, or 
foils generally wet, it makes very indiffwent progrefs. This 
I fay from expe-iences 
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« The bark is fometimes ufed for the purpofes of tanning; 
but it iis greatly inferior to that of oak, felling for only half its 
price.” 





The HISTORY of an unfortunate ROYAL CAPTIVE. 
(Concluded from Page 249.) 
QO", the following morn, devoted to feftivity, the halls be. 


gan to found, the gates were thrown open, the row of 
aged oaks which fhaded the great walk to my g guardian’s noble 
edifice, were pteafingly adorn ned with feftoons of wild flowers, 
and variegated lamps intended to fhed a coloured luitre on 
the coming night. 

The equipages: were brilliant, che vifitants numerous, and 
each appeared to vie with their generous hoft in polite hi- 
Jarity. 

Among the many, came a gentleman announced by the 
name of Roderique, fon of a Spanifly nobleman. I found, 
near the conclufion of the evening, he had not been invited, 
bat had brought recommendations from fome of my guar- 
dian’s friends at *** **, I faw him alight, as I ftood at my 
Window ; his form was elegant, his drets fuperb, his deport- 
ment bold—How much more engaging, faid I to myfelf, is 
thy lively air than this cold defpondency that hangs on me !— 
Recollecting 1 fhould appear negligent in fuffering my guar- 
dian to feek me, I left my apartment. ‘The company had 
taken their feats when I entered 3 Roderique had chofen that 
next Emily; 1 fat oppofite to him. He furveyed me atten- 
tively; I heeded him not; my languithing foul was breath- 
ing its wifhes cowards the lovelier object near him: 1 forgot 
all around her. Roderique, during the day, endeavoured to 
engrofs the converfation of Emiiy. Who would not have 
felt the fame deiire ? Good humour prevailing, and fepara- 
tion not thouzht of, our guefts bega nto ftudy amulenent.— 
Religion, politics, and impracticable theory employed the men- 
tal powers of the old, and the young fat down to mulic. Ses 
veral ladies played with that facility which harmonizes the 
mind, and renders it yielding to any impreflion of the mo- 
ment; but when Emily cor mmanded the trembling ftrings! 
fympathetic foftnefs enervated the foul! The doors of me- 
mory opened to her key, and the imave late forgotten genily 
ajofe before the object it had once adored | All yielded to the 
6 enchantment 
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enchantment of Emily, who awakened reflection with its joys 
and forrows. Roderique grew familiar, pronounced her per= 
formance divine; declared himfelf fuperlatively bleft; and 
looking obliquely at me, pronounced the man a brute who 
could wear a joylefs countenance while fuch beauty and {kill 
united in confoling hbim—Ewity did not hear, or did not regard 
him, when he requefted her to play “ The Chartns of Woe 
manekind.” Refpect and defpair kept me at a diftance. 

« I will play,” faid Emily, “ a little picce written by a 
friend of mine, who is now in the convent, to whom I[ muft 
foon return.”"—** Heaven forbid,” replied Roderique, with 
more quicknels than good masncrs—* I beg pardon, Mits ! 
let me not interrupt you, or deprive the company of pleafure 
only in your power to beftow.” 

“ The lady I mention,” continued Emily, addreffing herfelf 
to me, after filently bending to Roderique, ‘ is one of the 
lovelieft creatures nature ever formed; but fhe is full of fe- 
cret forrow—peniive, like you, my worthy friend.” 

With feigned compofure, I replied; * This gentleman 
wihes you to play ; ou me the harp of Jefle could not have half 
your power.” 

“ Then I will play, and you fhall reward me with a fmile, 
fo feldom worn, and fo highly prized by my father and me.” 

She fang and played— 

« Here dimly buras the wafting {park of life! 

«© Whilft doom’d to wander thro’ the gloomy fhade ! 

“ For ever loft as gentle Henry’s wife ; 

“ For ever kneeling to the faints for aid. 


‘¢ 


ray 


His image meets me e’cn before the crofs, 

«© Reproves my pray’r when I would chace his form ; 
Points to his heart ftill bleeding for my lofs, 

“ And feems to afk me if my vows are warm. 


lal 
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‘ 


” 


Ah, no! thou art my Heav’n! invented joy 

“ Of dreaming monks could never charm like thee. 
“ Hafte! hafte! and with thee bring my blooming boy; 
“ Diflolve thofe grates, and fet thy mourner free.” 


Slowly flowed thofe pathetic lines, while fympathy melted 
the hearts of the hearers. A tear glided from the eye of 
Emily as the fang. I had the audacity filently to wipe it 
away; but fuddenly remembering how much I had refolyed, 
ftepped back to my feat. 

When 
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When the mufic ceafed, Roderique attempted to lead the 
converfation on fplendour, fafhion, pleafure, and beauty. He 
dully expatiated; his language boafted not that condenfed 
keennefs which could denote him capable of enjoying happi- 
nefs of any kind in an exquifite degree. Emily entertained 
as with many little anecdotes, and defcribed the innocent em- 
ployments invented by the nuns to alleviate a life of feclufion, 
with fo much native eloquence, that trifles were made to 
charm. 

“ Yet, do all they can,” faid fhe, * the inceflant gloom 
habitually forms the mind to views of death, till chearfulnefs 
almoft appears unnatural: Indeed, it is a queftion, whether 
fadnefs, through every ftate, isnot moft predominant. _Chear- 
fulnefg is not born fo foon, it feldom vifits us uninvited ; every 
little art in fociety is ufed to prolong its ftay; and, at laft, it 
leaves us to fit down, with memory, and mourn the paft. For 
my part, I would ratner be innocently chearful, than fub- 
limely grave.” 

“ None but prudes will contradi& you,”’ I replied. 

« But my ungoverned vivacity, a fhort time fince, had like 
to have taught me a leflon—Nothing would ferve but a ride in 
the morning—My Abbefs expoftulated, raifed her thoulders, 
and {hook her head, to convince me fhe detefted unmeaning 
livelinefs. 1 promifed much in the name of my dear father ; 
and I pofitively, Sir, muft carry back fome pretty prefent ; for 
after wafting half my own good humour in awakening that of 
the Lady Abbefs, the fuffered me to ride in the forcft, attended 
by her own footman. We had not rode above an hour, my horfe 
in {pirits, and myfelf as happy as the birds around, when we 
were crofled by a pack of hounds, 

“© My horfe ran away with me, I loft the fervant, and loft 
myfelf in the woods, where I was thrown on the turf ; the 
fright was too much at the moment, I could not recover my- 
felf, and how long I lay is of no confequence now 3; if it was, 
I could not tell you; but I remember to have awakened, un- 
hurt, in the arms of an elderly gentleman, whom | could have 
loved as a father, becaufe he treated me with refpectful ten- 
dernefs. “The blundering footman, inftead of traverfing the 
foreft, rode home merely to fay I was loit. On this doleful 
adventure, my Abbcis has for ever fet her great feal, fo that if 
I remain twenty years in the convent, I fhall never get another 
ride in the foreft.”’ 

From Emily’s defcription of her gallant preferver, the 
Count, her father, knew him to be the Duke of Bb * ***, 
9 who 








— <« 





ie happi« 
tertained 
ent em. 
leclufion, 
made to 


it gloom 
arfulne(s 
whether 
Chear. 
> CVery 
t laft, it 
3 For 
an fub. 


ad like 
ride in 
ulders, 
eaning 
ather ; 
t; for 
that of 
tended 

' horfe 

on we 


d loft 
3 the 
F my- 
was, 
y uns 
have 
ten- 
the 
eful 
at if 
ther 








the 
‘%, 


) 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 269 


who had lately vifited us incog, and who had not feen her fince 
her infancy ; he rallied his daughter, who lamented the feebie 
returns {he had made her illuftrious friend. 


(To be continued.) 





The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tajfte, in 
Great Britain, during the Reign of King James tne 
Fir, Part the Firft. 


[From the New Annual Regifter for the Year 1793-] 
(Continued from Page 24.5.) 
EVERAL privileged editions of the Bible rapidly fuc- 


ceeded; no lefs than five having appeared in 1540. In 
the fame year, the curates and parifhioners of every parifh 
were required, by royal proclamation, to provide themfelves 
with the Bible of the largeft volume; and to the neglect of 
doing it a penalty’was annexed. All ordinaries were, at the 
fame time, charged to fee that the proclamation was obeyed. 
In 1541, anew edition of Cranmer’s Bible was finifhed by 
Grafton ; and this was followed in a few months, by an im- 
preffion of another Bible of the largeft fize, which was fuper- 
intended, at the King’s command, by Tonftal, Bifhop of Dur- 
ham, and Heath, Bifhop of Rochefter. 

This edition was followed by a farther decree from Henry, 
that a Bible fhould be fet up in every parith throughout Eng- 
land. But notwithftanding thefe injunctions were fo tre- 
quently repeated, they were partially and reluctantly oblerved. 
The matter was difcouraged by thofe Biihops who were 
attached to Popery, and whofe power and influence gradually 
gained ftrength, after the execution of Thomas Cromwell, 
Earl of Effex. In him the venerable Cranmer loft a zea- 
lous and able fupporter. ‘The Prelates, who were hoflile to 
their metropolitan’s laudable exertions, reprefented to the King, 
that the Englith tranflation was very errcncous and heretical. 
Agreeably to the language which is fo congenial to all tuofe 
who are averfe to every {pecies and degree of reform, it was 
faid, that the free ufe of the Bible was calculated to increate 
faction and parties, to raife difputes among the common people, 
and to deftroy the peace of the kingdom, In the Convocation, 
which met in 1542, the Archbifhop, in the King’s name, re- 
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quired the Bifhops and clergy to revife the tranflation of the 
New Teftament. For this purpofe he divided it into fourteen 
parts, and portioned thein out to fifteen Bifhops, affigning two 
to the Book of Revelations, on account of its difficulty. The 
Convocation being foon diffolved, the defign was notcar- 
riedinto execution. ‘The view of the hoftile Prelates was to 
banifh the tranflation already made, and to introduce one which 
fhould be fo frequently interfperfed with Latin words as to re- 
main unintelligible to the mere Englifh reader. In Parlia- 
ment, the Romifh party fo far prevailed, that Tindall’s tranflae 
tion was condemned and abolifhed by law. Other verfions 
were, indeed, permitted to remain in force; but even thefe 
verfions were to be read by the higher claffes only ; and not 
by the lower fort, without the King’s licence. It was with 
no {mall difficulty that Cranmer obtained fome mitigation of 
thefe injun@ions. Grafton, the printer, who had been fo 
zealous in promoting the knowledge and diffufion of the 
We yl was imprifoned; nor was he releafed till he had 

iven a bond of 2 ool. neither to print nor to fell any more 
Eng lith Bibles till the King and the clergy fhould agree on a 
tranflation. Inthe year 1544, the Pentateuch was printed ac- 
cording to the copy which was fet forth by royal authority; 
and in 1546s a proclam ation was iflued, which prohibited the 
poflefiic n and the reading of Wickliffe’s, Tindall’s, and Cover- 
dale’s tranflations, and forbid the ufe of any other than what 
was allowed by Parliament. This was the laft act of Henry 
the Eivhth relative to the fubject in queftion, Our enlightened 

eaders will obferve, with pleafure, the ardour that was dif- 
played in the peseres of religious knowledge, and the pro- 
grefs it made, notwith{tanding the difficulties and ob{tructions 
with which it was encon ipafled, 

On the acceflion of King Edward the Sixth, great encou- 
ragement was given tothe reading of the Scriptures. A royal 
injunction was publifhed, that the whole Englith Bible fhould 
be placed in churches; and it was farther enjoined, that the 
paraphrafe of Eralmus in Englifh, to the end of the Four 
Evangelilts, fhould occupy the fame fituation, We cannot 
but remark, to the honour of Erafmus, that this great man, 
whole fervices to general literature were fo eminent and extra- 
orcinary, was thus a peculiar benefactor to our own country, in 
a matter of the utmoft importance. During the courle of 
Edward’s reign, which was lefs than eight years, eleven im- 
preflions of the whole Bible were publifhed, and fix of the 
New Leitament. It is worthy of ebicrvation, that the Bibles 
were 
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were reprinted agreeably to the preceding editions; whether 
Tindall’s, Coverdale’s, Matthewe’s, Cranmer’s, or Taverner’s. 
Hence it is evident that they appeared with a different text, and 
with different notes.; the reformers feeming more defirous of 
gratifying the taftes of all readers, than fearful of perplexing 
them by flight variations. It is doubtful whether during this 
reign any frefh attempts were made at tranflation. 

No public encouragement to works of this kind could be 
given under the Popifh government of Queen Mary: But the 
Proteftant exiles at Geneva formed the defign of a new ver- 
fion of the Bible, which was completed in 1560, and printed 
inthatcity. Notwithftanding Queen Mary’s deceafe, and the 
acceflion of Elizabeth to the throne of England, fome of the 
Englith refugees continued at Geneva for the fole purpofe of 
finifhing the undertaking. The three moft learned of the 
tranflators were Bifhop Coverdale, Anthony Gilby, and Wil- 
liam Whittingham ; and they were all of them zealous Cal- 
vinifts; both with regard to doctrine and difcipline. This 
tranflation was fo popular, and was fo much ufed in private 
families on account of the notes, that, from the year 1500 to 
1616, there were more than thirty editions of it, in folio, 
quarto, or octavo; not to mention the impreffions of it that 
took place at Geneva, Edinburgh, and Amfterdam. It wasa 
work of great labour; but fome of the marginal notes gave 
offence to very high churchmen and the zealots for prerogative. 
For this reafon King James the Firft {poke of it, at the con- 
ference at Hampton-court, in terms of peculiar diflike. What- 
ever may be thought of it in this re(pect, Doctor Geddes does 
not hefitate to declare, with relation to the verfion itfelf, that he 
thinks itin' general better than that of James’s tranflators. 

In 1568, appeared the Bible which, upon account of cight 
Bithops, befide other perfons, being employed.in it, has been 
called the Bifhops’ B.ble. ‘This edition was undertaken by 
royal commandment, and was executed under the aufpices of 
Archbifhop Parker, who exerted all his weight and talents 
upon the fubject. In the accomplifhment of the defign, diftint 
portions of the Bible (being at leaft fifteen in number) were 
allotted to fele& men of learning and_abilities; and other 
critics were employed in comparing the work witb the original 
languages, and with the former tranflations. One of thefe 
Critics, the names of moft of whom are nowlittle adverted to, 
was Giles Laurence, a man of great celebrity at that time for 
his knowledge of the Greek tongue, and whofe caftigations 
were exactly followed. The Archbifhop fent inftructions 
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concerning the method which the tranflators were to obferve ; 
and he recommended the addition of fome fhort marginal 
notes, for the illuftration and correétion of the text. He did 
not, however, truft to others; but took upon himfelf the 
principal dire€tion of the affair, reviewed the performance, 
and perhaps gave it the finifhing hand. It was not fo much his 
province to tranflate, as to overfee, direct, examine, prepare, 
and complete the whole. So highly pleafed was our good 
Prelate when this great work was brought toa conclution, 
that, in the fpirit and the words of old Simeon, he exprefled 
the tranquillity with which he fhould now meet his diffolution. 
Mott of the editions of the Bifhops’ Bible are in folio and 
quarto ; the reafon of which is, that it was chiefly defigned 
tor the ufe of churches, 

The zeal of the Englith Proteftants for tranflations of the 
facred writings at length ftirred up the Roman Catholics to the 
fame bufinefs. It was impoffible any longer to refit the tor- 
rent; and therefore, inftead of oppofing it, they refolved to 
have a verfionuf their own making : Nor were tiey afhamed 
to confe(fs that they were driven into this meafure contrary to 
their will. In 1582, an Englifh New Teftament, in quarto, 
was printed at Rheims, tranflated from the Vulgate Latin, and 
retaining many Oriental, Greek, and Latin words, with an 
apparent intention of rendering the text lefs capable of being 
underftood by common readers. The Old Teftament was 
afterward publithed at Douay, in two quarto volumes, the firft 
of which appeared in 1609, and the fecond in 1610. Wile 
Jiam Alen, Gregory Martin, and Richard Briftow, are undere 
ftood to have been the tranflators ; and it is faid that the anno- 
tator was Thoinas Worthington. ‘The verfion of the New 
Teftament has by fome writers been chiefly afcribed to Wil- 
jiam Raynolds. 

(To be continued.) 





A SERIOUS COMPLAINT. 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 

, S you are, by virtue of your office, bound to give a pae 
A tient hearing to the calls of the diftreffed, fo I am per- 
fuaded you are inclined, by the benevolence of your intentions, 
to give as much relief as lies in your power, My complaint 
is, indeed, of a nature fo very fingular, that while I make it, 
lam 
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I am in doubt whether it be in your power to afford a remedy : 
Yet I am willing to claim the common right of mankind, the 
right of making my wrongs public. 

To be brief, Sir, the parties againft whichI am to bring a 
very ferious charge are inanimate beings of themfelves, and 
therefore do not merit cenfure in their own perfons; the 
abufe of them, however, as it involves many of my fellow- 
countrymen, will not, I truft, be received as a matter of ine 
difference. I have to prefer a charge againft the frequent ufe 
of certain words in our language, which, although fhort, and 
feldom exceeding one fyllable, yet imply in them the impore 
tance of awhole harangue, They have likewite more weight 
and influence in the deliberations of mankind than all the 
reft of the language put together, whether we take a prep at 
the folemn debates of an auguft fenate, or boldly liften to the 
more free altercations of a party of pleafure. 

The chief of thefe obnoxious words is—But. This 
fingle word has overthrown more fchemes of great magnitude 
and importance, has broken more chains of found argument, and 
acute ratiocination, than any of its brethren. How often, when 
Ihave been charmed and convinced by a patriotic {peech of 
three or four hours, have I been fhocked to hear another oras 
tor get up, and, afier recapitulating all that the former had 
faid, which, I thought, fhewed that he was as mach convinced 
as myfelf, immediately comes down with a But—and away 
goes all the found fente, folid argument, flowery metaphor, nay 
the very matter of fact, which had imprefled my mind fo 
ftrongly. 

But is a favourite word with all your men of candour, 
and who would with to appear condefcending and conci+ 
liating. “ To be fure, Sir, what you advance is very well 
founded; your arguments are well put, and they apply 
clofely to the cafe in point. More eloquence, too, I have 
never heard upon any fubjeé&; and, upon the whole, what 
you have {aid does equal honour to your head and heart, and 
I at firft felt myfelf impelled to join ifflue with you in pro- 
moting a plan fo excellent in itfelf, and fo beneficial in its cone 
fequences—But !”"—The moment, Sir, this But gets into his 
head, he forgets ail his candour, and, in ten minut<s, proves 
that there is not a particle of truth or common fenfe in all he 
has heard fron the Jearned gentleman whom he complimented 
with fo much candour, 

But is alfo the favourite and true friend to all thofe, who, 


from ill-nature, inability, or any other fecret reafon, do not 
choole 
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choofe to grant the favours required of it. varus, whois 
worth a plum, would gladly affift a poor relation, who wants 
only a few pounds to begin bufinefs with But—. The great: 
man, too, is exceedingly happy to fee you, perfectly well re- 
members that he promifed you the place which is now become’ 
vacant, and no man on earth is more fenfible of the obliga- 
tions he owes you for your fupport laft election, nor more fin- 
cerely wifhes to ferve you upon every occafion, But—. Mifs 
Laura, perfeCly difengaged in her affeCtions, and always happy 
when fhe can pleafe her parents, who have propofed a lover of 
birth, rank, and fortune equal to her own, of unexceptionable 
perfon, manners, and difpofition ; to be fure it fhocks her— 
fhe has the very higheft opinion of the gentleman’s merit, and 
really knows very few like him, But—. 

Can any thing be more mifchievous than a word of this im- 
portance ? You fee it fteels the heart againft benevolence, 
gratitude, and obedience ; breaks off treaties, obliges men to 
deny their moft particular friends, and, I have little doubt, is a 
very great enemy totrade and commerce. Its effects in the 
political world may eafily be conceived. For my part, although 
I with to be delicate, and therefore fhall fay but little, yet, 
among friends, | have no fcruple in hinting, ‘¢ that the fuccefs 
of our combined armies would have been greater, But” —, 

To d® But juftice, however, there is fomething of opennefs 
and candour, and fomething of decifion and firmnefs about it, 
which ends an affair very quickly, by fhowing us the worft at 
firft. I cannot fay fo much of another very obnoxious word Jf, 
The former is manly ; but this is a fneaking, qualifying fcoun- 
dre], that dares not fpeak out, or look you in the face. You 
do not know what it means, nor how far it is intended to go 
It may mean every thing, undoubtedly, but, at the fame time, 
it may mean any thing. Now double-dealing is hateful be- 
tween manand man, and is eminently promoted by an Jf 

A trader of credit applies to his banker to difcount fome 
bills, a procefs which the cails of trade render neceflary on cri- 
tical occafions, and he demonftrates to him undeniably the 
goodnels of the paper. “ Why, Mr. —, thefe bills may be 
very good, and the drawers, acceptors, and indorfers equally fo, 
and | thould have no {crup!e about doing what you defire, for 
I have the greateft inclination to ferve you, Jf—. ‘The buli- 
nels would have ended here had But been the word ; after a 
number of mortifying applications, the bufinefs is done ina 
half and half-way, attended with very unpleafant circum- 
ftances, What is of more confequence, at piefent, to the 
9 nation 
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nation at large, 1 am very confidently aflured of two things, 
which I fhall have no fcruple in imparting, through the me- 
dium of your Entertainer. The one is, (I fpeak from very 
high authority) that we fhould never have been involved in 
the prefent war, which is very expenfive, and not very fuccefse 
ful, /f/—. The other is, that a peace would have becn con- 
cluded long ago, between the belligerent powers, which they 
are all fatisfied is abfolutely neceflary for their finances and 
commerce, /f—. Thefe two articles of intelligence I do not 
communicate from the oftentatious motive of fhowing my in= 
timacy with men in the fecret. I wifhed only to thow the 
impertinence of an Jf. Were I, however, inclined to be 
vain, I might fafely challenge the editors of newfpapers to pro= 
duce two articles of news more to be depended upon. 

Ihave faid that Jf is a fneaking fellow. He is remarkably 
cautious in his bargains, drives the nail to the head, and is fo 
fearful, and full of fuppofes, that it is as impoflible to cheat 
him, as to prevent him from cheating others, Yet he does 
all this with fuch an apparent candour, fuch an air of prudence, 
and fuch refpectful attention to the party applying to him, that 
he feldom fails to get entire credit for mere felf-prefervation, 
inftead of a difobliging temper or an avaricious difpofition, Jf 
being a word of good breeding, is very much made ufe of by 
the managers of theatres, who would accept every play and 
every actor offcred to them, //—. This fatal word has fent 
many a piay to oblivion, and many a writer to a place where 
he does not with to be remembered. 

Perhaps is another word of the fame breed with But and /f, 
and partakes of the gentlenefs of the latter; indeed it has 
mott of the qualities of an Jf; but is infinitely more cautious. 
Itis therefore ufed by all who are afraid to give an opinion in 
matters of confequence, in critical times, when freedom of 
opinion is not very fafe. As far as it concerns the affairs of 
common life between man and man, it is liable to the fame ob- 
jections as Jf; in judging of political affairs, and in canvafling 
and criticifing the lives and aétions of men, with whom we 
have but little acquaintance, and in whom we are neverthelefs 
much interefted, a perhaps judicioufly ufed would, I am pere 
fuaded, lead toa candid way of thinking, and heal many of thofe 
breaches which are occafioned by the unhappy mixture of ig 
norance and intemperance, prejudice and paflion, intereft and 
common fenfe, 

I might, Sir, go on to complain of fome other words which 
are the caufe of great mifchief, from the eafe with which they 
may 
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may be ufed, and the little fcruple which moft people have in 
abufing them, I fhall not, however, take up more of your 
room, than in exprefling my hope that you will admit the 
prefent letter. Jf you comply, perhaps it may not be unpleaf- 
ing to your readers; and I may be induced to continue the fub- 
jet in a future letter, But whether! thall, or not, 
Iam, Sir, &c. 

POLYSYLLABLE. 





An ANECDOT E, 


IR WALTER, the father of Walter Ear] of Effex, held 
it as a maxim, that difcontent was the greateft weaknefs of 
a generous mind, which is always fo intent upon its unhappi« 
nefs, that it forgets itsremedies. There were three things that 
undid the Earl: He could not imagine that he was to be ruined 
by his advancement; he never miftrufted an oath ; and he 
never confidered that favourites, like Princes, have many eyes 
and long hands. He that is fo open as to referve nothing from 
friends, is renowned for charity; but he that by this means is 
to lie at the mercy of all, is marked for ruin, No fooner did 
the Earl of Leicefter underftand Effex’s difpofition, than even 
the court fool Pace could tell his fortune, begging of my lord 
the making of his mourning ; and added, * You and | have 
done for this world !” 





REFLECTIONS. 


i the number of extravagant ideas with which the heads of 
madmen are filled, it feldom happens that they have one 
which inclines them to believe they are in a fubordinate ftate. 
Vifit all the madhoufes, and you will find the infane inhabitants 
either Princes, Kings, Emperors, or Gods. If they are in 
love, it is with a Princefs or a Qucen. In general, they {peak 
of nothing but grandeur ; a fentible proof that vanity, above 
every thing, reigns in the human mind. 

There are people, whofe converfation or prefence always ex- 
cites languor in others; thefe are men who, by the void in 
their minds, communicate wearinels ; or who are fatiguing by 
a fuperabundance of ininterefting converfation; thus want 
and fuperfluity are fources of languor. 

9 ENQUIRY 
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ENQUIRY refecting TONTINE DIVIDENDS. 


To the PRIN TER. 
SIR, 


EING a contributor to the Government Tontine of 
B the year 1789, and not doubting but among the 
numerous readers of your Entertainer there are fome who are 
alfo contributors to or nominees in the fame, I with to be ins 
formed through the channel of your widely circulated Entere 
tainer, of the reafon of the half-yearly dividends on fome of 
the fhares in different clafles due on the 5th day of April, 
1794, being of //s amount than the half-yearly dividends due 
on the fhares in the fame clafles the preceding roth day of 
O@ober, as it feems rather paradoxical, when it is confidered 
that this Tortine was in purfuance of an Act of Parliament 
for raifing a {um of money by way of annuities, to be attended 
with the benefit of /urvivor/bip. 

It appears by the printed accounts of the deaths of the no-= 
minees that many of them, in each clafs, died during the pee 
riod abovementioned, I therefore beg fome one or other of 
your correfpondents to explain the caufe of this diminution of 
dividend, inftead of an increafe, which under the circumftances 
might be naturally and reafonably expe&ted. Your inferting of 
this, and an anfwer to this query from any perfon capable of 
giving information on the fubject, will oblige others as well as 

Your conitant reader 


February 17 1795+ 





Anfwer, by F. Salter, of Exminfter, to T. Pafmore’s Anagram, 
injerted December 29. 


Pye innocent Darby, and Joan, thy dear wife, 
Here’s true Britith nappy, a full flowing bowl 5 
Let’s tofs off full bumpers, be ftrangers to ftiife, 
And join in a focial expanfion of foul. 
Before that we drink we'll tranfpofe the mild ALE, 
For LEA will diulcover the name of the lawn, 
Where beauteous Florella, the pride of the dale, 
Met Colin the gay, at the time of the dawn, 
*+* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hawkins, 
and Noah Coles, of Crediton; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Carey; 
Vor. XXV. 6234, at Tyroy 
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Tyro, of Totnes; M. Long,and W. Brewer, of Taunton; 
W. Critchi!l, of Sydling; T. Geach, of Wadebridge; and 
Coals, of Plymouth. 





A QUESTION, ly 7. E. of Saliflury, 


Gentleman dying, whofe property amounted to 10,000l, 

left itin the following manner: In cafe his wife (who 

was pregnant at his deceafe) fhould be delivered of a boy, the 

child fhould inherit two-thirds of the above fum, and the mo- 

ther, the remaining one; if a girl fhould be born, the mother 

two-thirds, and the child one. She was delivered of a boy and 
ri: What is each one’s fare of the money? 


o! 


fn ANAGRAM, by Andrew Smith, of Briftol. 
Att name if you tranfpofe, 


An ancient city twill difclofe. 





—————e - 


4A CHARADE, by Caals, of Plymouth, 


E bards fcan o’er the farmer’s treafure, 
There my firft you’ll plainly fee, 
From his herd procur’d at pleafure, 
A dainty food for you and me, 


See my next, a bold intruder, 
Sips my cup, or taftes my meat ; 
A buty body, {ure none ruder, 
Tho’ light and flippant, clean and neat. 


A fummer beauty view my whole, Sirs, 
Deck’d in all the glow of pride; 

Floating light on winged zephyrs, 
Eafily by you defery’d, 


ROK AOI TOOK HOOK OK 
ad No Communicaticns. for the Weekly Entertainer may be fer- 
warded by the newfmen, free of carriage. 
Kt Our Correfpondents are requefted to obferve that it is ex 
petted they fhould pay the Pofiage of their Letters, and that others 
wife they will net fee what they fend inferteds 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Ode written on a 8th Day of March, 1795, being the Anut- 
verfary of the Birth of his Serene Ring ti William V. Prince 
of Orange and Naffau, &c. Sc. &. when be entered the 48th 
Year of his Age. 


By an Orricer who lately had the Honour to ferve under bis 
C ommand. . 


‘* No common objc& to your fight difplays, 

‘© But what with pleafure Heaven itfe If furveys : 

** A brave man flruggling in the ftorms of fate, 

** And greatly falling—with a falling fate.’ p 
OPE, 


LL hail, illuftrious Prince! Britannia hails . 
Thy birth and valour with a heaventy fmile 
She tends her hand to meet thy {welling fails, 
And bids thee welcome to her happy ifle; 
There paufein peace, while Fame thall juitly tell, 
How for ingratitude thy race has conquer’d, fought, and fell. 


How thy brave ancettors did fpill their blood, 
How matchlefs heroes {prung from th’ Or: ange line ; ; 
When Dutchmen true to Dutchmen ftemm’d the flood, 
When thone Opdam, De Ruyter, Tromp, Peet Heyne: 
Such thine, Oh Naffau ! fuch the tars of old, 
‘| rue to themfelves, their happy Prince, their country—manly, bolde 


Such fill thy fons! who dauntlefs plung’d in wars, 
( Pho’ doom’d by Fate co quit their native fhore) 
Brought off immortal glory with their {cars 
Such as true Bataves dar’d in di ays of yore, 
When fourfcore years they fought without dilm: An 
Determin’d to be free from S; pain—and bravely won the day. 


When loud the trampet founded War’s alarms, 
When Dutchmen Britons call’d to fhare the fight, 
When rous’d by gallant Coehorn’s conquering arms, 
How glorious was the day— how grand the fight! 
’Till Gallick banners floating in the wind, 
Subverted fenfe, and planted “guilt and madnefs in the mind. 


Still asthe fun fecsin a land of flaves, 
Or: as Ulyfies’ offspring dath’ d the main, 
Both only plang’d, not perifh’d in the waves, 
Bur div’d, one day more bright to rife again 3 
So, radiant hero! chou, tho’ doom’d by Fate 
‘Yo item the ocean fhalt retura—more iplendid and more great. 
Thea 
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Then as the darknefs flies before the light 
Thy never-tading golden honours will | 
Octfhine, and wrap in one « ternal night 
Th? ufurping Tree—while tho u fhalt flourith fill 
In richett Orange blofioms as before 
Such is Britannia’s wifh till Pat nao France fhall be no more. 





On : ¢ Decea afe of the Rev. George : Lninan, Vicar of Burrington, 
and Reéler of Withycombe, Somerfet. 


“© Fortunate fenex! tua fors fife altius effert, 

** Vixiflt contemptor opum, contemptor honorum ; 
** Tandem avi, f amaque fatur, flatione recep 
** Terrena, frucrifgue DLO." — 





N blamelefs Inman, diffident and mild, 
| Simplicity of manners mark’d ‘* the child ;” 
But true to Virtue, on Religion’ s plan, 
His firm unfhaken zeal evine’d ‘* the man.” 
In Mag te intercourfe {till humble, meek, 

he blufh of modeft merit ting’d his check ; 
“ hilft cheerfulnefs and unaffect.d eafe, 
Charm’d ev’ry gueft, and never fail’d to pleafe. 
For ble ft with true benevolence of mind, 
His carriage gain’d efteem from all mankind: 
But when his duty call’d him forth to preach 
‘The do€trines, few knew better how to teach ; 
Ee or precept and example, clofe allied, 

Vill ever have conviction on their fide. ) 

Hf was then true dignity his pretence fir "d, 
Twas then he fel: beyond himfelt intpir’d ; 
And w arm W ith pious zeal, and fervent rage, 
He bo idly lath’d the vicesof the age. 

Elis mind, exalted, fpurn'’d cach worldly erd, 


adie’ irtue only, and its friend , a triend.” 
Burt though his doctrines thus dif play’ d to view, 
Wice had its hate—ithad his pity too. 


Lite’s duties o’er, he found this lait content 
‘* The coniola tion of a life well Jpent ” 
Such Jaman was, to him, adaist in 1 Heaven! 


} 


‘L his humble tribute of applaufe is giv’n. 
J.C. Wells. 
Mare? I, 1795. 
Bik. Se, Se one 
N Holland the weather and on e fuch, 
No Gen vere i would venture at faving the Dutch; 


Wut had they itood bluff to their country and jaw, 
One had certainiy fav’d them— a gexeral thaw. 
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